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| HAT the Laws now. in force abo 3s ; 


grants, nes OR: 
- Baſtards, &c;'.and alſo the/;La 

' «the Settlementof thePoor bes 
dcd in one Statute,that ſo y may. be more eaſily 


' under- 


| (2) 
underſtood by thoſe who ſhall undertake the 
Care of the Poor. ng 

That the Laws about Providing for and Em- 
ploying the Poor be ſtill in force, where new 
Corporations for the Poor are not ſetled. 

That Encouragement be given for erefting Ho- 
ſpitals, Houſes of Corretion, and Work-houſes' \ 

. for Maintaining and Employing the Poor of this 
Kingdom, in all the Counties, Cities; and Towns, ' | 
under the Management of Corporations, ſettled 
either under the Great Seal of Ezgland, or by 
Act of Parliament; of by the Juſtices of the Peace 

In their Quarter-Seſlions. - 

That where theſe Corporations are ſettled in 
Cities or Towns Corporate, the Poors Rates of 
all the Pariſhes be united into One, and equally 

raiſed on the Inhabitants, according to their E- 
ſtates, both Real and Perſonal; except in Lo»- | 
don, or other very. large Places, which may be |] 
divided into ſeveral Corporations, by diſcretion | 
of the Juſtices, who may. bring the. Charge to 
an Equality, either by, joyniog rich Pariſhes with 
poor, or by making the richer Corporations con- 
tribute to the Poorer. | t 7 TR 

That the Corporations in the Country be not | 

extended 'ſo large as to comprehend *a- whole | 
*County , the Poor thereof being too many for 
one Corporation to govern, but rather confined | 
-to a Hundred or Hundreds, whoſe. Pariſhes | 

"to" be camprehended in One, and —_ = 
ie | .. them 
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them to contribute to the Charge thereof, not by 
bringing them to an equal Pound-rate on their 
Lands and Perſonal Eſtates, which -I fear will 
diſcourage them from uniting; but by taxing every 
Pariſhaccording to what it paid before, there not 
being the ſame Parity of Reaſon for this way of 
Rating '-in the Hundreds, , as there is in Cities 
\ and Towns; becauſe-in the Hundreds the Pa- 
riſhes do'not receive an'-equal Benefit from the 
Labour of the Poor of other Pariſhes, as they 
do in Cities and 'Towns:; yet this may be refer- 
| red to the Juſtices of the Peace to proportion , 
. which, IT hambly conceive, is all-can be done, 
except you make this Law compulitve. 

That the: Sums of Money to be rarſed for this 
Work, ſhall not exceed what was paid 'in one 
of ' the laſt Three Years for-the Maintenance of 
the Poor in all the Pariſhes thus united, 

That theſe Corporations ſhall be obliged to 
{ maintain all the Poor impotent People within 
their Juriſdictions ; to: provide Work for thoſe 

who are willing, and to force thoſe to work 
who are idle, and to affiſt thoſe: poor Peo- 
ple whoſe Labour will not maintain cheir 
- Charge. 14 | 
That Hoſpitals, and Work-honſes, and Hou- 
ſes of Eorrection, ſhall be erected in -conveniert  \ 
Places, ' under the Government of each - Cor- 
poration ;- wherein the impotent ' Poor ſhall te 
provided for ; Vagrants and Idle People pu- 
niſhed, and kept at Hard Labour ;' Young Peo- 
| | | A 2 = 


A, hy 7 "OR - Jokes Chad” 
P FB 


ple of both Sexes: bred 'up to work. till- the 
Age of Sixteen, and alſo taught to-read z' and; 
the ſaid Corporations ſhall have power-to. bind 
them out Apprentices, the Bays to the Age of 
and the - Girls to the - Age: of 
| or time of Marriage. Which Ho- 
ſpitals, Work-houſes, and Houſes of CorreCti- 
on, ſhall be built at a general Charge, to be rai- 
fed in proportion, according as each Pariſh pays 
to the Poor. | | od; 
That the Governours: of theſe - Hoſpitals , 
 Work-houſes ,, and Houſes , of Correttion , in 
Cities and Towns Corporate, be the Mayor and 
Aldermen, "together with a number  of- Guar- 
dians choſen 'onut of each Pariſh; / and 1n the 
Hundreds, all the Juſtices of the. Peace inha- 
biting therein; alſo: a number. of ' Inhabitants 
choſen out of each Pariſh, in proportion to the 
Sum of Money it pays 3 which” Choice. to: be 
made once 'in every year , when one half of 
them which were firſt choſen ſhall go: forth , 
and the remaining half ſhall ſtay in for the 
next Yea®: The Electors in the Cities and 
Towns Corporate to be ſuch as pay One' penny 
per Week to the Poor in their own Rights and 
in the Hundreds, -the Freeholders of Forty 
ſhillings per Arnume 3 and in Caſe of the Death 
of any Guardian, another to be choſen in his 
room, by the Pariſh for which heſerved; . which 
Elections ſhall be made onthe | 
in Courts held in each Pariſh by the Juſtices, or 
| Church- 
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Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poar,or.the 
Conſtables. 5 nat es NR 
\ That theſe Guardians ſhall, chufe a Gover- 
nour, Deputy-Governaur , .Treafyrer , and Aſ- 
ſiſtants, yearly 3 and ſhall hold Courts, and 
make By-Laws. for. the better. carrying .on. this 
Work ;. ſhall appoint. how . many af their 
Members ſhall. make a, Court ;,, ſball ſettle , the 
number of their. Athſtants. ; and ſhall adjora from 
time to. time ; but ſhall be obliged once 1n-eve- 
ry. Calander Month. at leaſt to hold a Court ; 


' which ſhall be held by the Governour, Deputy-- 


Governour, or-qne half of the Affiſtants. ... 
That the Court, do. once in every Year, or 
once. in Six Months, agree how., much Money 
will be . neceſſary for. the Maintaining and..Em- 
ploying.their Poor for: the Year or Six Months 
enſuing, and- that this be certified in; each City 
and Town-Carporate. to the Mayor , and Al- 


. dermen.,, of that City and Town-Corporate ; 


and in, every; Hundred, to the Juſtices dwell- 
ing within the ſaid. Hundred, at a Meeting to 
be held for that purpoſe-z who fhall proportion 
the ſaid Sum regularly on each Pariſh, and grant 
out. their Warrants. to the Churchwardens: and 
Overſeers of the Poor-to afleſs it thereon, and af- 
terwards, other Warrants to collect and pay it in 
to. the Treaſurer of . the Corporation, . and .ift 
the Mayor, and Aldermen, : in_ the Cities and 
Towns-Corporate, or the Juſtices of the Peace 


in the Hundreds, ſhall refuſe. or negle& by the 
_ tpace 
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(6) 
ſpace of Days "next after ſuch Certificate 
made to them, to iſſue out their Warrants to the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor to 
make ſuch Aﬀeſiments ; or after ſuch Aﬀeſiments 
made by the ſpace of Days, to iſſue out War- 
rants for the gathering of the ſame, and paying 
it to the ſaid Treaſurer, that then the ſeveral Cor- 
porations ſhall by their own Warrants under their 
Common Seal , require the ſaid. Charchwardens 
and Overſeers to do the ſame ; and if they neg- 
left by the ſpace of = Days after the iffaing out 
fach Warrant by the Mayor, and Aldermen, 
in the ſaid Cities and Towns-Corporate, or 
by the Juſtices of the Peace in the ſaid Hundreds, 
or on their neglect or refuſal, by the faid Corpo- 
rations, to make Aſſeſſments, and gather and pay 
the ſame to the ſaid Treaſurer, then the ſaid Cor- 
porations ſhall have power to levy the ſame onthe 


Offenders, - for the uſe of the ſaid Corporations, ** 
That all charitable Gifts given for the uſe of - 


the Poor, after the eretting of theſe Corporations, 
ſhall belong to that Corporation, of which the 
Pariſh is a part, to whom it 15 given. 

Fhat each of theſe Corporations be one Body 
Politick in Law, and may ſue and be ſued, and 
may, without Licence in Mortmain, purchaſe, take, 
and receive any Lands, Tenements,' or Heridita- 
ments, and transfer the ſame, and any Goods and 
Chartels whatever, for the benefit of the ſaid Cor- 
poration. 

That the ſaid Courts ſhall have theſe powers fol- 
lowing, vis. 4 To 


* Ao tt a7; ir" Re p 


T7 


To Summon. before them any Inhabitants with- _ 
Ih their Juriſdictions, to anſwer to Matters rela- 
ting to the ſaid Corporations. 

To appoint a Common Seal or Seals for the be- 
nefit of the ſaid Corporations. 

To buy Neceſlaries .for pu tting the Poor at 
work. 

To compel! all People who ſeek to them for Re- 
lief, or ought to be maintained by them, to dwell 
in their Hoſpitals and Work-houles. 

To inflict reaſonableCorreCtion 9n all poor Per- 
fons in. their Hoſpitals and Work-houtes. 

To examine what Poor ſhall come to reſide in a- 
ny of their Pariſhes, and to ſend them by their 


Warrants to the place of their laſt legal Settle- 
; ment, or to bring them before the Juſtices in order 
: thereto. (Appeals as before.) 


To apprehend Rogues, Vagrants,Beggars, looſe 


"and diſbtderly Perſons, and to cauſe them to. be 


ſet at work for Years in their Work-houſes, 


Hoſpitals, or Houſes of Corre&ion. 


To chuſe and entertain neceflary Officers, atid to. 
pay them out of their Stock. 

To certifie, what Money will be neceſſa- 
ry for building Hoſpitals, Work-houles, -and 
Houſes of Corre@ion, ana to raile it as before,and 
when raiſed ,: to buy or build ſuch Hoſpitals, 
Work-houlſes, and Houſes of Corre&ion. 

To ſet down and agree on what Terms they 
will receive Honorary Guardians. 

Theſe Corporations not to have pe&wer over 
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any Alms-houſes, Hoſpitals, or other charitable _ 
Gifts already ſettled; but that all thoſe Gifts which 
have been given in general terms for the uſe of 
the Poor, ſhall be in them. 

No Officer in theſe Corporations, by reaſon of Þ 
ſuch Oftice, ſhall be liable to the Penalties menti- | 
oned in an Act made 25 Car. 2. for the preventing 
the Dangers which may happen from Popiſh Re- 
cuſants ; becauſe this may keep out many People, 
who may be very inſtrumental in carrying on this | 
work. | 


The Treaſurer of theſe-Corporations to account 
with fach Perſons as they ſhall appoint z and to 
make up his Accounts annually. 

Forfeitures to be levied by Sale of the Offen- 't 
ders Goods, by warrant under the Hand and Seal | 
of the Treaſurer. =D 

That'the Poor employed in the Woollen-Ma- | 
nufactures be paid for their Work in Money, and | 

not in Goods, by all whodo employ them. 

That the Rates of Spinning be ſet every Year 
by and that the pound of Wool 
detivered out to the Poor to be Spun by any Ma- 
nufacturer, do not exceed 16 oz. | 

A Clauſe to ſecure thoſe from unneceſſary Suits 
who ſhall Act by virtue of this Law. 


All which is Humbly Submitted to the Wiſdon: 
of this Honourable Committee. 
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